You are invited to a “how-to” session on 
prairie grass establishment

The Agricultural Watershed Institute will host a public meeting on prairie grass establishment on September 16, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. in the USDA Service Center building conference room on the Richland Community College campus.  

Native prairie grasses enhance soil health, water quality, and wildlife habitat.  Warm-season grasses such as switchgrass and Big Bluestem are now being grown also to provide renewable energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.   This meeting is for anyone that may want to establish prairie grasses for any or all of these purposes.  

Speakers will include D. K. Lee, Assistant Professor, University of Illinois Department of Crop Sciences; Ed Harris, Van Horn Inc.; Carl Handel, Illinois Department of Natural Resources wildlife biologist; and Steve John, AWI Executive Director.  A discussion period will follow the presentations.  The meeting is free.  Advance registration is encouraged but not required.
Dr. Lee will discuss the establishment, management, and yield of switchgrass, Big Bluestem and other prairie grasses grown for bioenergy.  Ed Harris will present information on seed selection and seedbed preparation, including fall site preparation prior to spring planting.  Carl Handel will discuss planting and his experience in establishing prairie grasses and forbs.  Incentive programs and market development for perennial energy grasses will be presented by Steve John.

This meeting is part of the Local Bioenergy Initiative, which is coordinated by AWI with funding from the City of Decatur and Lumpkin Family Foundation.  Partners include the University of Illinois Extension Dudley Smith Initiative / Biomass Heat and Energy Project and the Richland Community College Biofuels Program.   
To register or for further information, contact Steve John at (217) 877-5640 or sfjohn@agwatershed.org. 

